How to Make Every Student a Good Speller!

Workshop Outline

“Spelling—in the literate sense—is the result of being instructed in ten,
 explicit and connected, knowledge-based processes.”

1.
Spelling requires the combined use of all four learning neurologies.

2.
Spelling is rooted in speaking.

3.
Spelling requires sound discernment.


4.
Spelling requires syllable discernment.


5.
Spelling is inseparably connected to penmanship.


6.
Spelling requires we differentiate between how a word is commonly spoken when conversing and how it must be spoken for spelling.


7.
Spelling requires an ability to combine speaking with penmanship.


8.
Spelling draws upon well-developed inductive and deductive cognitive facilities.

9. Spelling develops and relies on the sound/symbol data connection process called sound-blending.

10. Spelling culminates in an unconscious sound/symbol data connection ability that makes possible proficiency in composition and reading.

“This is why Spelling (not Reading) is the Measure of Literacy!”

​​​​​​
English for Life®—The Madsen Method®

What is Spelling?


What is Reading?

1.
Spelling facilitates proficiency in all
1.
Non-spelling based reading does


language arts skills.

not facilitate proficiency in all language




arts skills.

2.
Spelling is the result of being taught
2.
Reading is being able to recognize visual explicit, knowledge-based processes.

data.

3.
Spelling is “independent recall.”
3.
Reading is “data recognition.”

4.
Spelling requires explicit training.
4.
Non-spelling based reading is a mindless,




visual-recognition talent.

5.
Spelling ability always translates into
5.
Non-spelling based reading ability does not 


reading and writing ability.

translate into spelling and writing ability.

6.
Spelling is a process.
6.
Reading is an act.

7.
Spelling words by saying sounds and
7.
Spelling words using alphabet letters is an


writing matching symbols is a natural

unnatural “speech to print” process.


“speech to print” process.

8.
Spelling by reciting a sequence of
8.
Reading by recognizing the configuration


sounds and writing matching symbols

of a sequence of alphabet letters makes


makes the connection between speech

no connection between speech and print.


and print.

9.
A good speller is a well-balanced, fully 
9.
A non-spelling based reader is not a well-


literate student because he also can

balanced, fully literate student if he also


spell and read!

cannot spell and write!

“Good spellers are always good readers who can give correct written responses.”
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